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river and Wausau. Captain Hunt sent out runners among
the Indians to give them notice to come into Sparta to be
shipped to Nebraska. Among these runners were the late
John de la Ronde, of Portage; George Goodvillage. a Winne-
bago, of Friendship; Joe Monekee, another Winnebago, from
the Yellow-river agency, and P. Poole, who was sheriff of
Columbia county in 1871-72. Mostof the Indians refused to
go. They had had enough of reservation life and the
miseries of removal, and proposed to stay where they were
until they were forced. Thereupon Captain Hunt obtained
military assistance. Big Hawk was one of the chiefs
among those Winnebagoes who stoutly refused to go, so it
was determined to make an example of him. Big Hawk
and some twenty-five or thirty others were holding a feast on
the Baraboo river, three or four miles southeast of Portage.
The military surprised the party, surrounded the camp,
took away the arms of the Indians, and ordered them to
march into Portage. They refused, whereupon Hunt went
around among them and clapped handcuffs upon Big Hawk,
who made no resistance. The prisoners were then marched
into town, surrounded by the military. It was in Decem-
ber, and the roads none of the best. I saw them marched
into Portage and put aboard the cars, amid considerable
popular excitement, and shipped on to Sparta.

Some others were afterwards picked up easily enough, on
both the Fox and the Wisconsin. As soon as they saw or
heard of the troops, they came in peaceably, as a rule; in a
few cases, however, the troops surrounded the camps and
marched the Indians into the nearest railway towns, whence
they were shipped to Sparta. In a good many camps, the
troops would find only women and children, the men being
off on hunting expeditions. In such cases, the women and
children were put into sleighs and carried off; the men,
upon their return, finding their wigwams deserted and their
families gone, would perforce follow and join them. Much
hardship was suffered by all of the Indians; many died on
the way, while others expired from exposure. after reach-
ing their destination in Nebraska. The attempt at removal
was successful as to several hundred Winnebagoes, but



